
c h i l d r e n ’ s  h o s p i ta l  o f  n e va d a  |  s u m m e r  2 0 1 3

playing it safe 
by the pool

top children’s 
hospital team 
in nevada

Bravery of 
a champion



•  The only designated Pediatric Trauma Center in Nevada 

•  The only hospital in Nevada staffed around the clock with in-hospital, Board-Certified Pediatric Critical Care  
and Emergency Medicine Physicians

•  The only hospital in Nevada to be recognized by Consumer Reports as one of the Top 5 Pediatric Intensive 
Care Units in the Nation

•  The only hospital in Nevada to offer Pediatric Burn Care and Organ Transplant Services

•  The only accredited Cystic Fibrosis Center for the State of Nevada

•  The only dedicated Pediatric Sedation Unit in Nevada

•  The only hospital in Nevada to be recognized as an Associate Member of the Children’s Hospital Association
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As you turn the pages of this edition of 
Child Life, we’ll inspire you with two stories 
of determination and resilience in our 
young patients. Giulian’s story speaks to 
the importance of being transported to the 
appropriate highest level of care the first time, 
before it’s too late. Vladimir’s story reminds 
all of us how quickly life can change before 
our very eyes and how the right medical care 
provides the best outcome.

The baking heat of the southern Nevada 
summer is here, and with the increase in 
outside family activities we have some 
important reminders for how to play safe! Our 
pediatric experts share some good advice you 
can use by the pool, and even a warning that 
just a small bucket of water can be dangerous 
for little ones.

As you enjoy all of the southern Nevada fun 
this summer, know that at Children’s Hospital 
of Nevada at UMC, we are here providing the 
best care for your children at any moment you 
might need us.

Be well,

Brian Brannman 
CEO

Lawrence Weekly
Clark County Commissioner,  

Chair of Board of Trustees

Meena Vohra, MD
Medical Director 

Origami cranes became international symbols of 
healing, hope and peace because of Sadako Sasaki, 
a survivor of the atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima, 
Japan, in 1945. She vowed to make 1,000 of them before leukemia claimed 
her life 10 years after the attack. She didn’t reach her goal, but last fall 
seventh grade students at Dell H. Robison Middle School in Las Vegas 
carried on her example of determination.

Students in Theodore Aronson’s real-world literacy and creative writing 
course challenged themselves to fold 1,000 paper cranes, beginning on the 
anniversary of Sadako’s death in October. They formed the cranes into a 
striking, tripod-shaped sculpture.

“The students wanted to donate the sculpture to Children’s Hospital of 
Nevada at UMC,” says Aronson. The sculpture landed inside the Family 
Retreat Room to encourage families going through a particularly rough time 
and inspire them to keep the fighting spirit alive.

Hope Takes Flight

9 Out Of 10 Car Seats Are Installed Wrong! Is Yours?
Kohl’s Cares 4 U at Children’s Hospital of Nevada offers Free Car Seat Checks

Call  
702-383-BABY 
to schedule an 
appointment
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careful, caring, 
consistent
The Pediatric Intensive Care Unit at 
Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC 
had zero bloodstream infections in 2010 
and was recognized as one of the top five 
PICUs in the country. 

Our highly professional and 
experienced team follows a strict set of 
treatment protocols for every patient. 
Those standards guide critically important 
tasks—such as carefully disinfecting 
patient care areas and regularly changing 
dressings—and even common tasks 
that carry a high risk of infection, such as 
changing catheter components. 

Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC is a community effort, providing exceptional resources to care for every child who needs our help. With your contribution, 

Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC can continue providing extraordinary care to all children in need.

Charitable giving through the UMC Foundation is essential to advancing our healing mission. Your tax-deductible gift  

will help ensure lifesaving services are available for children in their greatest moments of need.

I would like to make a donation of $ .  

Please make checks payable to Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC, c/o the UMC Foundation.

Please contact me regarding:   q Volunteering my time     q Other ways of giving

Name:  Address:  Email:

Mail this form and your donation to: Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC, attn: Karen Gordon, 1800 W. Charleston Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89102

Make your donation online at: childrenshospitalofnevada.org/Give
For more information regarding Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC, please email CHNV@umcsn.com or call Karen Gordon at (702) 383-3995.

B ecome a Champion 
for Our Children

Thank You!

!

“The Consumer Reports study is another reason 
why parents can depend on the high quality 
of care we provide for their children,” says 
Brian Brannman, CEO of Children’s Hospital 
of Nevada at UMC. “To be rated in the top five 
of all pediatric intensive care units is a tribute 
to the commitment we have to caring for the 
children of our community.”

A bloodstream infection can be potentially 
life-threatening for anyone, especially for chil-
dren because their immune systems are still 
developing and therefore more susceptible to 
infections. Consumer Reports recommends that 
parents research the rate of bloodstream infec-
tion at hospitals before admitting a child to a 
hospital for care. 

a Broad spectrum of excellence
Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC stands 
out in many ways as the leading provider of life-
changing care for children. 

“We are the only designated pediatric trau-
ma center in Nevada,” says Meena Vohra, MD, 
Medical Director at Children’s Hospital of Nevada 
at UMC.

“If a child has a traumatic injury, we have 
uniquely qualified doctors and nurses here 
in-house, around the clock, to take care of  
that patient.”

UMC’s board-certified pediatric critical care 
and emergency medicine physicians are available 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC 
is the only hospital in Nevada to 
offer many advanced pediatric 
services, including pediatric 
burn care, organ transplants, 
and trauma care. We also have 
an on-site Pediatric Sedation 
Unit and an accredited Cystic 
Fibrosis Center. 

Children’s Hospital of Nevada at 
UMC is the only hospital in the state 
recognized as an Associate Member of 
the Children’s Hospital Association (CHA). 

The Top Hospital 
in Nevada  for Kids
Consumer Reports rated Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC’s 
Pediatric Intensive Care Unit one of the top five in the nation.

for more information about children’s 
hospital of nevada at umc, visit 
childrenshospitalofnevada.org.
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One Brave Spirit 

compassion beyond compare
According to the U.S. Fire Administration, nearly 300 children in the 
United States are treated daily in emergency rooms for burn-related 
injuries, and children account for 19 percent of all fire deaths. The only 
burn center in the state, UMC’s Lions Burn Care Center is a state-
of-the-art pediatric burn unit that treats all levels of burns for patients 
living in Nevada and in parts of Arizona, California, and Utah. 

This comprehensive unit—staffed by specially trained burn 
physicians and burn care nurses, pharmacists, dietitians, social 
workers, and therapists—boasts a 95 percent survival rate for the 250 
hospitalized patients seen annually and the nearly 10,000 patients 
treated on an outpatient basis.

Now fully recovered after extensive 
treatment at Children’s Hospital 
of Nevada at UMC, Vladimir is an 
active and happy 7-year-old.
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One Brave Spirit 
For Paul and Gina Borowitz, the mem-
ory of their 5-year-old son running 
through the kitchen engulfed in flames 
is still almost unbearable to recount.  
On July 30, 2011, as friends gathered 
at the Borowitz home for dinner and a 
fun evening of watching TV, Vladimir, 
dressed in his pajamas, was busy romp-
ing through the house before bedtime.  
Seconds after he entered the bathroom, 
Vladimir’s world was forever changed.

“We heard screams coming from 
the bathroom, and I could tell by the 
sound of his voice something was very 
wrong,” explains Vladimir’s father, 
Paul. “My wife and I turned around 

just in time to see Vladimir come running out of the bathroom, and 
his clothes were on fire. For a moment, we all were frozen in shock 
and terrified. Then my wife, Gina, immediately fell on him trying to 
smother the flames. It was as if everything was in a slow motion.” 

Vladimir had sustained burns to 28 percent of his body when he 
accidentally sprayed air freshener onto a burning candle. The resulting 
explosion burned his chest, arms, armpits, hands, jawline, ears, and neck. 

“We did not know the extent or severity of Vladimir’s burns because 
he remained very calm the entire time the EMS personnel examined 
him,” Paul says. “When they told us they were transporting him to UMC’s 
Lions Burn Care Center, we knew he would get the best care possible.” 

of healing and hope
For Jose “Ed” Enriquez, RN, Clinical Manager at UMC’s Lions Burn 
Care Center, Vladimir is a very special patient who touched his heart. 

“I remember making my rounds and seeing him sitting in bed with 
his father and mother and all of them were laughing,” Enriquez says. 
“At first he was shy, but once I started talking with him one-on-one, 
he opened up and was so funny. He always made me laugh, and it was 
supposed to be my job to put a smile on his face.”

Vladimir was hospitalized for 28 days, undergoing intense treat-
ments that involved three surgeries, wound cleansings, debridement, 
bandage changes, and skin grafts. Through it all, he remained upbeat 
and fearless.

“The staff did an exceptional job managing Vladimir’s pain level,” Paul 
says. “While he was too young to understand what was happening, he 
knew it hurt to move. But the physicians and staff made sure he was 
as comfortable as he could be under the circumstances.” 

According to Enriquez, treating burn injuries in children not only 
encompasses caring for the patient’s pain level and comfort but easing 
parents’ anxiety and stress as well. 

“No parents want to see their child suffer,” says Enriquez. “We take 
special care to keep a child as calm and pain-free as we can. Vladimir 
learned to trust that we were there to help him, not hurt him.”

marshmallows and moving on 
Today, Vladimir has made a full recovery and has returned to his vibrant, 
active lifestyle of swimming, riding bikes, and playing with his friends. 
He even roasts marshmallows around the campfire. 

“Vladimir says it makes him a little nervous to get too close the fire,” 
says Paul with a laugh. “But that is the amazing thing about children—
they’re resilient.” 

While his parents continue to take great care to ensure Vladimir wears 
sun-protective clothing to help keep his scarring to a minimum, they 
are committed to letting him live life to the fullest, knowing how very 
fragile his young future once was. 

“We are blessed and deeply grateful to the entire staff who loved and 
cared for Vladimir as if he was their own son,” Paul says. “While the 
experience was horrific, if I had to do over again, I would not hesitate for 
one minute to go to back to UMC’s Lions Burn Care Center. They saved 
our son, and for that, we are beyond grateful.” 

children’s hospital of nevada at umc is the only 
designated pediatric trauma center and the only burn 
care center in the state. for more information, visit 
childrenshospitalofnevada.org/ourcare.

At age 7, burn survivor 

Vladimir Borowitz 

is living proof that 

astonishing bravery 

often comes in a 

small package. An 

exceptional source of 

joy and light to all who 

know and love him, 

Vladimir’s story is 

one of immeasurable 

courage and recovery.  
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Giulian’s father knew his son’s only chance of survival would happen at Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC. 

“Giulian was traveling on a residential street with a slight slope when 
the back wheel of his longboard got caught in a manhole,” says his 
mother, LaDonna Hollifield-Grasso. “He crashed and hit his head on a 
curb—and he wasn’t wearing a helmet.”

When paramedics arrived, Giulian was unresponsive. He was trans-
ported to the closest hospital. But that hospital wasn’t equipped or 
staffed to care for Giulian’s injury, since a computerized tomography 
(CT) scan showed a significant brain injury. His heart rate was dropping. 

“After a traumatic injury, time is of the essence and minutes mat-
ter,” says Meena Vohra, MD, Medical Director at Children’s Hospital of 
Nevada at UMC. “It’s called the ‘golden hour’ of trauma.”

While Giulian was transported to a hospital, he wasn’t originally taken 
to Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC, the only designated pediatric 
trauma center in Nevada. His father would quickly change that.

Giulian’s father, Jeffrey, is a police officer and familiar with which 
hospitals offer the highest level of care. He knew Giulian needed to be 
at Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC.

When time is critical
More than two hours after the injury, Giulian arrived at Children’s 
Hospital of Nevada at UMC. Further CT scans showed a dangerous 
blood clot and massive brain injury. Because so much time had al-
ready passed since the injury, doctors feared that Giulian would not 
survive. He was rushed into surgery.

After that first surgery, Giulian was maintained in a medically-induced 
coma in the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit for most of his seven-week 
stay in the hospital. He received care around the clock from a highly 
qualified staff of pediatric critical care physicians, neurosurgeons, 
trauma surgeons, and nurses. 

the long road home
The day Giulian was transferred to a rehabilitation center, the medical 
staff gathered together. Giulian’s dad was emotional, hugging Dr. Vohra, 
and saying, “Thank you for not giving up.”

Giulian is still undergoing rehabilitation and slowly settling back into life.
“Because of the physicians, nurses, respiratory therapists, and 

the entire staff at Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC, Giulian is 
thriving,” says LaDonna. “He is off 90 percent of his initial medica-
tions, is back in school, and is scheduled to graduate on time with 
a regular diploma. He is in a rehabilitation program where he is 
gaining his strength back and learning to walk again. While Giulian 
continues on his road to recovery, he wouldn’t have even had the 
chance if it weren’t for the physicians, like Dr. Vohra, who believed 
recovery was possible.”

for more information about trauma services available 
at children’s hospital of nevada at umc, please visit 
childrenshospitalofnevada.org.

The odds were 
low, but we never 
give up on kids.” 
—Meena Vohra, MD, Medical Director  
at Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC

Giulian Grasso survived a terrible head injury 
and is on the road to recovery, because 
Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC believed 
recovery was possible.

A Life-Saving Decision
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“Drowning in the backyard is a leading cause of 
unintentional death for children in Nevada,” says 
Abby Hudema, RN, Pediatric Trauma Program 
Coordinator at Children’s Hospital of Nevada 
at UMC. “For children age 4 and younger, pool 
drownings are the leading cause of death.”

prevention tips
“Pay attention,” says Nancy Harpin, BSN, CPEN, 
Pediatric Emergency Department Manager at 
Children’s Hospital of Nevada at UMC. “I’ve seen 
cases where toddlers drowned when parents 
were standing right beside the pool, caught up 
in conversation with other adults.”

Some other ways to stay safe around pools 
include:
·  Don’t have doggy doors that toddlers can crawl 

through to access the pool. If toddlers visit 
you and you have a doggy door, warn parents 
of the danger.

· Keep rescue devices near the pool.
·  Place alarms and locks on your pool enclosure. 

The enclosure should be at least five feet tall.
·  Keep a cell phone by the pool so you don’t need 

to run inside to answer the phone.
·  Remove toys from the pool area after use so 

a child will not go in after them.

pools aren’t the only place for Water
Children can drown in a bucket of water. They 
look inside the bucket and actually fall into 
the water and don’t have the stomach muscles 
developed to stand up again. “The bathtub is 
another danger zone. Never, ever leave your 
little one unattended. Drowning is known as 
the silent killer because you will never hear a 
child drown,” says Harpin.

Enjoy your summer, but remember the basics of 
water safety, wherever you and your family swim:

1.  Swim with a buddy. For children, even 
competent swimmers, the swim buddy 
should be a supervising adult. The American 
Academy of Pediatrics recommends “touch 
supervision”—staying within arm’s reach 
—for infants and toddlers.

2.  Learn how to swim, and enroll your child 
in swimming lessons.

3.  Use U.S. Coast Guard approved safety 
vests for boating, jet skiing, and other 
water sports. Make sure vests fit snuggly. 
Don’t leave straps unbuckled.

visit childrenshospitalofnevada.org 
for information about upcoming water 
safety events in your neighborhood.

Children can drown in just 2 inches of water. 
Parents need to anticipate drowning risks and know how to keep 
their children safe. The No. 1 danger zone? Pools.

Dang er 
Down 
Under

As a participant in the Kohl’s Cares 
for Kids® program, Children’s Hospital 
of Nevada at UMC holds car seat 
inspections and workshops, bicycle 
helmet fittings, and water safety classes.

This southern Nevada partnership 
is made possible by the sale of books 
and stuffed animals at Kohl’s locations, 
as well as donations by the Kohl’s 
Associates in Action volunteer program.

To find out more about the Kohl’s 
Cares for Kids program, please visit 
chnv.org/AboutUs/Kohls.aspx.
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1800 W. Charleston Blvd.
Las Vegas, NV 89102
ChildrensHospitalofNevada.org

Boot camp for new dads
This is a class strictly for new or expectant dads, 
led by experienced dads and a male pediatrician 
to give expectant or new dads a chance to talk with 
other men about being a father. You will learn baby 
basics and gain confidence.

 6–8:30 p.m., May 9, August 1

Baby Basics
Join us to learn the ABCs of newborns —including 
baby behavior, temperament and personality, 
crying and calming, growth, and development—in 
addition to tips on caring for yourself after delivery.

 6–8 p.m., July 11

neW class! Baby Basics ii
Would you like more information about 
preparation for your new baby? If so, this  
class is for you. This is the second part of our free 
Baby Basics education series for new parents or 
parents who need a refresher. We will continue  
to discuss basic baby care with a focus on 
sleeping and soothing techniques.

 6–8 p.m., July 18

siblings class
Introduce brothers- and sisters-to-be to life with a 
new, tiny family member.

 4:30–6 p.m., July 25

infant and child play Groups
A great opportunity to have fun with your baby 
while he or she gets to play and socialize with 
other children. Call for dates and times. 
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Breastfeeding class
Learn techniques to get breastfeeding off to  
a good start. Adults only, please.

 6–8:30 p.m., May 13, June 17, July 22, August 19

Breastfeeding consults
Call for a private appointment with certified 
lactation counselor.

infant & child cpr
This American Heart Association program teaches 
family members how to be lifesavers through CPR 
skills. Adults only, please. 

 9 a.m.–noon, June 15
 1–4 p.m., July 26
 9 a.m.–noon, August 17

i’m pregnant, now What?
Join us as we explore the wonderful adventure 
of the first six months of pregnancy. Come learn 
what to expect throughout these early days of 
pregnancy, what changes are normal and what 
may be cause for concern, and how to keep 
yourself and your child healthy.

 6–8 p.m., May 22

childbirth
This series teaches expectant parents about the 
birth process and what to expect on their special day.
One-Day Condensed Childbirth Class

 9 a.m.–3 p.m., July 20
Three-week Childbirth Class

 Fridays, 6–9 p.m., May 16, 23, and 30;
June 13, 20, and 27; August 15, 22, and 29

calendar of events
Classes held in the Family Resource Center. 1120 Shadow Lane, Las Vegas, (702) 383-BABY (2229)the family resource center

Providing free classes and 
workshops for the whole family.

This publication in no way seeks to serve as a 
substitute for professional medical care. Consult 
your physician before undertaking any form 
of medical treatment or adopting any exercise 
program or dietary guidelines.

explore and learn
Join Nevada Early Intervention Services for 
development playtime. Call for dates and times.

library story time
Join staff from West Charleston Library for 
stories, rhymes, finger plays, and poems.  
Call for dates and times. 

safe sitter
Bring children ages 11 to 13 to the Family 
Resource Center for a medically accurate program 
that teaches how to handle emergencies when 
caring for children. Call for dates and times.

call (702) 383-BaBy (2229) to receive a free monthly calendar of events.  
register for classes online at childrenshospitalofnevada.org

9 Out Of 10 Car Seats Are  
Installed Wrong! Is Yours?
Kohl’s Cares 4 U at Children’s Hospital of 
Nevada offers Free Car Seat Checks

Call  
702-383-BABY 
to schedule an 
appointment


